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BANGALORE: One story was narrated to hundreds of children across
the country on Saturday, thanks to the initiative of Pratham Books, headed by Rohini Nilekani.

Rohini speaks to STOI on the importance of reading and why it lags among children.
Q: Why are our children unable to read what they are expected to in their grades?

A: As per the ASER 2012 survey, even after five years in school, 50% children are not at the
proficiency level expected of them three years earlier. There are many reasons, including the fact
that these first generation learners may not come from an enabling environment at home, and do
not have adequate facilities in school. It is also because even when they begin to read, they simply
do not have the material to take the next steps to fluency and the reading habit.

The problem of providing joyful, engaging books to children from low-income families can be
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resolved by providing greater access, affordable books and books in local Ind
Q: How good are library facilities in government schools?

A: Many schools do not have well-equipped libraries. Many reading progra

books for children but books and libraries continue to be scarce.

Often the school libraries that we visit have local literature books which are plain black-and-white,
text-heavy ones or donated books like Harry Potter, Roald Dahl, Enid Blyton etc. The problem is
one, children find it difficult to relate to these characters. Two and more importantly, even class 6
children find it difficult to read such long English books. Therefore these are of little value in such
environments.

Q. How can we improve the reading ability in schools?

A: Tt is not difficult to get children to fall in love with reading. But they need access to good
quality, joyful material appropriate for their reading level. This enables a child to confidently
select a level appropriate book and have the pleasure of finishing it.

Thirdly the books should be in the child's native language, or at least in the medium of instruction
in school. And lastly, regular reading period should be a must in every school and a trained
teacher should be present to

help those who need it.

Q: How did you come up with 'One Day, One Story' initiative?

A: Ours is a societal mission. Many communities need to be involved to create a reading nation.

One easy way is to get people involved through as many book readings as possible. And since we
cannot be everywhere, we reached out to a wider community to conduct book-related events in
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their towns, on their own. We now have an annual nationwide event where everyone reads the
same story on the same day.

Q: What is the importance of inculcating reading habit in an e-age? Is reading from
books different from that of reading on ipad/laptop? Which one would you
recommend?

A: Reading is reading, whether consumed in print format or digitally. Children who have engaged
well with the written word can adapt themselves to consuming information any which way.
Today's children, irrespective of their socio-economic background, are digitally savvier than their
parents.

As a generation we are still in love with the feel and smell of the printed book, the comfort of
curling up in bed and reading our favourite novel. Younger generations might become equally
comfortable with new gadgets.

Stay updated on the go with Times of India News App. Click here to download it for your device.
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