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Global medical education providers
Di. -dindas Pai. presiden t of the M anipal Academ y of H igher 
E ducation  (M AHE) and  Dr. R anjan  Pai, chief executive of the 
M anipal Engineering & M edical G roup (M EM G). Since taking 
charge of MAHE following the death of the legendary Dr. T.MA 
Pai (1889-1979) who pioneered the concept o f self-financed, 
privately prom oted institu tions o f professional education and 
famously prom oted the Kasturba M edical College, M anipal in 
1953, Dr. Ramdas Pai has steered the growth and developm ent 
of MAHE into India’s largest private provider o f internationally 
accep tab le m edical, eng ineering  and p ro fessional (nursing , 
pharmacy, business m anagem ent, com m unications) education.

MAHE was certified India’s first multi-disciplinary, multi-campus 
deemed (private) university in 1993. Over the past half century, 
the low profile MEMG has acquired a global reputation for medical 
education and at the invitation of the governm ents o f M alaysia 
and Nepal, has established state-of-the-art medical colleges-cum- 
teaching hospitals in these countries.

Today MEMG com prises 55 institutions of education with an 
aggregate enrollment of 86,000 students instructed by a 1,500-strong 
faculty in India. Moreover, Ranjan Pai, a graduate in medicine of 
MAHE who was appointed chief executive of MEMG in 2005, has 
f i r '"  led a blueprint for establishing a state-of-the-art professional 
ed,_.ation campus spread over 250 acres near Bangalore with a 
projected capital investm ent of Rs.400 crore •

A cceptab le  capitalists
N a n d a n  N ile k a n i, m a n a g in g  d ir e c to r ,  In fo sy s  
Technologies L td and Rohini Nilekani, prom oter trustee 
of the A k sh ara  an d  A rghyam  T rust foundations and 
t r u s te e  P ra th a m . An alum nus o f  H T-B om bay and 
member of the National Knowledge Commission, Nandan 
is widely credited with pioneering the practice of alumni 
donations to alm a m aters in Ind ia . A su b stan tia l 
sh a reh o ld er in the b lu e-ch ip  In fosys T echnologies 
(market capitalisation: Rs.79,055 crore in April 2006), 
during the two decades past he has donated over R s.l5  
crore to IIT-B for infrastructure development, besides 
generously funding several other education initiatives.

L ikew ise , R oh in i has prom oted  the A kshara 
Eoundation to improve learning outcomes in municipal 
schools in Bangalore and the Arghyam Trust Foundation 
to research ways and means to improve water availability 
to socio-econom ically disadvantaged citizens, with an 
aggregate endowment of over Rs.lOO crore. With their 
generous investment of time and money in public causes 
re la ted  to  deve lopm en t o f the c o u n try ’s hum an 
resources, this Bangalore-based power couple represents 
the acceptable face of Indian capitalism  •

Business savvy educationist

Dr. A shok M isra , 
d irector, Ind ian  
In stitu te  of 
Technology, Bom bay 
(IIT-B). An alumnus of 
IIT-Kanpur, Tufts and 
M a ssa c h u se tts  
universities (USA) 
who served for over 
two decades on the 
faculty o f IIT-Delhi 
prior to taking charge 
as d irector o f  IIT-B 
(estb. 1958), M isra has successfully  
transform ed the institu te  which 
spraw ls over 520 acres overlooking 
Powai lake, into the coun try ’s most

ii b u s in ess-
sav v y
institu tion  of 
h igher 
education . 
C urrently  this 
p ioneer 
engineering  
institu te  
com prises 12 
departm ents, 
th ree  schools,
11 centres, and

4 in ter-d iscip linary  centres apart 
from  the independent Kanwal Rekhi 
School o f Inform ation Technology 
and the Shailesh J. M ehta School o f

B usiness M anagem ent and has an 
aggregate student enro llm ent of 
4,997 instructed by a faculty of 401.

The proven excellence o f its 
graduates (average start-up salaries 
in 2006: Rs.4.09 lakh per year) apart, 
IIT-B is also the country’s #  1 
institutional fund-raiser. Unusually 
for an indigenous education 
institution its schools o f inform ation 
technology and business are 
substantially  self-financed, and 
during the past five years the 
institu te’s highly system atised fund
raisers have collected over Rs.70 
crore by way o f donations from 
alumni and well-w ishers around the 
world for infrastructure and campus 
developm ent •
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Know ledge-driven philanthropists

N. R. N a ra y a n a  M u r th y , 
chairm an, Infosys Technologies 
L td  a n d  S u d h a  M u r th y , 
p rom oter-cha irperson , Infosys 
F o u n d a tio n . The p rom oter- 
chairman and chief mentor of the 
blue-chip Infosys Technologies, 
commonly acknowledged by the 
business m edia and the pink 
dailies as India’s most valuable 
com pany in term s o f m arket 
capitalisation (Rs. 79,055 crore 
in April 2006), NRNM has led a 
ta len ted  team  o f young 
p ro fe ss io n a ls , to  transform  
Infosys (revenue; Rs.9,521 crore; 
no. of employees 52,715) into a 
globally respected corporate with 460 
clients around the world. In the process 
Infosys has transform ed into arguably

the country’s most know ledge-driven 
corporate .

A part from  the generous donations

he and his fe llow  d irec to rs  m ake to 
education causes and institutions, 
N RN M  w ho is the incum ben t 
chairman of the board of governors 
o f IIM -A hm edabad  has also 
e s tab lish ed  a rep u ta tio n  as a 
cham pion and forthright com m en
ta tor on education issues.

W hether it is E ng lish  language 
learning, governm ent interference 
with the autonomy of IIMs, additional 
reservation in institutions of higher 
education, Murthy has seized every 
occasion to articulate the pragmatic 
liberal viewpoint. L ikew ise Sudha 
who m anages the Infosys F ound
ation which receives an annua' rant 
of R s.l crore from the compa,.^, nas 
won widespread commendation for 

fund ing  and fac ilita tin g  e lem en tary  
education in the deepest hinterlands of 
rural Karnataka •

A pex  science institution  chief
Dr. P. B a la ram , d irec to r  o f  the 
In d ian  In s titu te  o f Science 
(IISc), B angalo re . An alumnus 
o f Poona and C arnegie M ellon 
universities and IIT-Kanpur, and 
hitherto  chairm an o f the 
institu te ’s h i-tech m olecular 
b iophysics unit,
Balaram  succeeded 
Dr. G overdhan 
M ehta as d irec to r o f 
IISc (estb. 1909 with 
a gift o f 400 acres by 
the form er 
M aharajah o f 
M ysore and an 
endow m ent o f Rs.30 
lakh by J.N. Tata, 
founder patriarch  o f 
the business  house 
of Tata) in July 2005.
Rated am ong the 
w orld’s top 20 
sc ience research  
un iversities, 
curren tly  the 
institu te  houses In d ia ’s best 
sc ien tific research  talent 
including 2,250 research 
(docto rate) and postg raduate  
students, a h ighly qualified  
faculty o f 437 and 52 technical 
support s ta ff  spread over 41 
research -in tensive  departm en ts/ 
cen tres and units. The apex 
science education  and research

institu tion  in India w ith an 
unw ritten  b rie f to  supervise the 
developm ent o f  science 
education  countryw ide, IISc 
receives an annual g ran t o f 
Rs.82 crore from  the Union 
governm ent, a sum  w hich is

supp lem ented  
by the 
research  
p ro jec t 
incom es o f  its 
C entre for 
Scientific and 
Industrial 
C onsultancy.

Like most 
sen ior 
sc ien tists  
countryw ide, 
Balaram 
lam ents the 
shortage o f 
adequately  
qualified 
faculty

available to science colleges and 
universities. Since it is funded by 
the Union governm ent, faculty 
pay packages at IISc are 
determined by New Delhi. 
Balaram ’s challenge is to wrest 
greater adm inistrative and 
financial autonom y for this 
provenly excellent institution o f 
scientific research and learning •

Com m on school proponent

Anil Sadagopal, professor of education, Delhi 
University. A member of the Central Advisory 
Board of Education (CABE) and former dean 
of education at Delhi University, Sadagopal 
is one of the most influential Left educationists 
in the country. He was a dissenting member 
of the CABE committee chaired by Kapil Sibal, 
legal eagle and Union minister for Science & 
T echno logy  w hich fo llo w in g  the 86th 
am endm ent to the C o n s titu tio n  to make 
elem entary  education  a fundam ental right, 
drafted the Right to Education Bill 2005 which 
stipulates that private schools should admit 
at least 25 percent o f children in class ’̂ ~'om 
poor households in the ir neighbourhv.od.

In his dissenting note, Sadagopal contended 
tha t p riv a te  schoo ls shou ld  p ro v id e  free 
education to 50 percent poor children from the 
neighbourhood, so their wealthier peers do not 
dom inate them. A lthough this proposal has 
made him unpopular with the private school 
sector, he rem ains perhaps the m ost vocal 
proponent o f the com m on school system  •
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