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We need to do more research and create an
environment where research leads to better policy
making, said Rohini Nilekani.

Big Change:
The end of Five-Year Plans: All you need to know

WestBridge Capital and Rohini Nilekani Philanthropies in
research centre tie-up

BENGALURU: Private equity firm WestBridge Capital and Rohini Nilekani Philanthropies
have jointly committed Rs 5.5 crore to set up two new centres at the Bengaluru-based
research institution, Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology and the Environment (ATREE). 

The two will engage with policy leaders on issues such as climate change and look at
using the research grant to offer sustainable business opportunities for local communities. 

The Centre for Policy Design and Centre for Social and Environmental Innovation — to be
set up at ATREE’s campus — will focus on research and formulation of sustainable and
scalable policies to address socio-environmental problems. They are expected to tackle
critical problems such as invasive species, climate management, and food systems. 

“We need to do more research and also create an environment where the research leads
to better policy making,” Rohini Nilekani, who is also a board member of ATREE, said.
ATREE is among India’s few environmental organisations that do research over long
periods to understand the impact of shifts in environment, which is valuable when faced
with climate change, she said. Sandeep Singhal, MD of WestBridge Capital, said the
growing conversation about climate change triggered the grant to promote environment related issues. 

“The situation is like everyone’s house is on fire,” Singhal said. “(Influencing) policies take time, it requires investment”. ATREE, besides
providing policy inputs to tackle environmental degradation, is also looking to provide sustainable income for local communities living
near forests. It also has set up programmes to commercially exploit invading species such as Lantana in Biligiriranga hills in Karnataka. 

“With biodiversity, water and climate change being our focus areas, we intend to look at issues from an interdisciplinary standpoint and
to put the research to use to address real world problems. In fact, the Westbridge and Rohini’s initiative to fund the project has triggered
interest among other funders too, with whom we are seeing potential participation in future,” Nitin Pandit, director of ATREE, said. 

AKSHATHA M

Stay on top of business news with The Economic Times App. Download it Now!

Search for News, Stock Quotes & NAV's

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/marketstats/pid-40,exchange-nse,sortby-value,sortorder-desc.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/marketstats/pid-40,exchange-nse,sortby-value,sortorder-desc.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/godrej-properties-ltd/stocks/companyid-5733.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/marketstats/duration-1d,marketcap-largecap,pageno-1,pid-0,sort-intraday,sortby-percentchange,sortorder-desc.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/commoditysummary/symbol-GOLD.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/commoditylisting.cms?head=Precious%20Metals
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/marketstats/pid-0,pageno-1,sortby-percentchange,sortorder-desc,sort-intraday.cms?marketcap=largecap%252Cmidcap
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/miscellaneous/westbridge-capital-and-rohini-nilekani-philanthropies-in-research-centre-tie-up/printarticle/71384795.cms#write
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/the-end-of-five-year-plans-all-you-need-to-know-about-this-big-policy-change/articleshow/58162236.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/WestBridge-Capital
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Rohini-Nilekani-Philanthropies
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/ATREE
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/climate-change
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/etreporter/author-akshatha-m-479250465.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/etmobileapps.cms

